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The relevance of the dissertation research. Proclaiming itself a democratic state, the Republic of Kazakhstan adheres to constitutional principles and international standards that underpin the rule of law and are aimed at ensuring genuine public participation in the governance of society and the state. Within this framework, elections occupy a central position as a key political and legal institution, since it is through them that public authorities are formed and fundamental civil and political rights are exercised. The level of citizens’ participation in free and fair elections, as well as the degree of trust in their outcomes, serve as indicators of the overall democratic development of the state.
In recent years, in connection with presidential, parliamentary, and local electoral campaigns, as well as the election of akims of certain administrative-territorial units, scholarly interest in the constitutional and legal regulation of elections has significantly increased. This is обусловлено the need for further improvement of the electoral system of the Republic of Kazakhstan. Such a need arises from existing internal contradictions in the legal regulation of electoral relations, the limited capacity of citizens to exert a real influence on the formation of representative bodies, and the declining level of trust in elections as an effective and legally meaningful mechanism for the expression of popular will.
The relevance of the research is further enhanced by ongoing constitutional reforms aimed at updating the mechanisms of public authority and popular representation. In this context, at the Fifth Session of the National Kurultai, the President of the Republic of Kazakhstan, Kassym-Jomart Tokayev, emphasized that “reforms are a continuous process based on the needs of society and the logic of state development”, thereby highlighting the commitment to consistent and substantive modernization of state institutions. In particular, the constitutional reform of 2026 resulted in a redistribution of powers among the highest bodies of state authority and the institutionalization of the Kurultai as the supreme representative body exercising legislative power. Under these conditions, issues related to the electoral system acquire particular importance, as it is precisely through elections that the legitimate formation of new public authorities is ensured and the principle of popular sovereignty is realized within the renewed constitutional model of the state.
In the context of these transformations, citizens’ participation in public administration, societal influence on state authorities, and the involvement of the population in decision-making processes acquire special significance for the further democratization of the state and the development of civil society. At the same time, electoral practice reveals a number of persistent problems, including limited personalization of representation, insufficient levels of legal culture and legal awareness among voters, as well as practical difficulties in the exercise of electoral rights by certain categories of citizens.
In view of the above, ongoing academic debates surrounding the electoral system and the legal norms governing it confirm the need for a comprehensive theoretical understanding of this institution. It is evident that addressing the identified issues is not possible without the development of a modern constitutional and legal concept of the electoral system, based on the analysis of both national and international experience and oriented towards ensuring the stability of public authority, the effective guarantee of electoral rights, and the enhancement of public confidence in elections. The theoretical study of the electoral system, its legal nature, and its functional purpose thus represents a pressing task for the science of constitutional law, possessing both significant theoretical and practical value.
The object of the research is the system of social relations arising in the sphere of constitutional and legal regulation of the formation and functioning of electoral systems in the Republic of Kazakhstan.
The purpose of the dissertation research is to provide a comprehensive constitutional and legal understanding of the electoral systems of the Republic of Kazakhstan as an independent legal institution, to identify the patterns of their historical development and contemporary transformations, and to develop theoretically grounded and practice-oriented proposals for improving the legislation of the Republic of Kazakhstan. These proposals are aimed at ensuring legal certainty, enhancing the accessibility of the exercise of electoral rights by citizens, and increasing their effectiveness under the conditions of modern constitutionalism and the digitalization of public processes.
To achieve the stated purpose, the following objectives are pursued in the dissertation research:
- to substantiate the concept of the electoral system as an independent constitutional and legal institution, to define its legal nature, structural elements, and place within the system of constitutional law of the Republic of Kazakhstan; 
- to trace the formation and development of legislation regulating electoral systems in Kazakhstan, identifying key stages and patterns of historical and legal evolution; 
- to reveal the influence of legal culture and the social structure of society on the formation and functioning of electoral systems, with an emphasis on ensuring the principles of universal and equal suffrage; 
- to examine the functioning of the majoritarian electoral system in the Republic of Kazakhstan and assess its compliance with constitutional principles of representation, equality of electoral rights, and legal certainty; 
- to analyze the transformation of the proportional electoral system and determine how these changes affect the implementation of active and passive electoral rights of citizens; 
- to determine the legal status of political parties and public associations within the mechanism of electoral system formation, as well as to demonstrate their role in ensuring the principle of political pluralism; 
- to study international experience in regulating electoral systems, identify models that ensure accessibility of electoral rights, and assess the possibilities for their adaptation within the legislation of the Republic of Kazakhstan; 
- to examine issues related to the protection of individual rights in the context of the digitalization of electoral processes, including remote voting, personal data protection, and the safeguarding of ballot secrecy; 
- based on the conducted analysis, to formulate practical proposals for improving the legislation of the Republic of Kazakhstan aimed at enhancing legal certainty, expanding opportunities for the exercise of electoral rights, and strengthening the stability of representative institutions. 
The subject of the research is constituted by constitutional and legal norms, principles, and mechanisms regulating the formation and functioning of electoral systems in the Republic of Kazakhstan.
The dissertation advances the hypothesis that, under the conditions of contemporary constitutional development, the electoral system of the Republic of Kazakhstan should be understood not merely as a set of procedures for forming elected bodies, but as an independent constitutional and legal institution whose functional effectiveness depends on the quality and coherence of the constitutional and legal mechanisms governing its implementation. It is assumed that the key problems in the development of electoral systems in the Republic of Kazakhstan stem from the insufficient linkage between the constitutional principles of popular sovereignty and the specific legal mechanisms for the formation of representative bodies, as well as from the limited ability of citizens to exercise a personal choice of a particular candidate in the process of forming public authorities.
From this general hypothesis, a number of interrelated subsidiary propositions are derived, revealing its content. In particular, it is assumed that the absence of a legally закрепленного conceptual framework reflecting the essential characteristics of the electoral system complicates the uniform understanding of its legal nature and weakens its systemic role within the mechanism of public authority. It is further argued that the predominance of the formation of representative bodies through party lists, combined with limited opportunities for the direct selection of specific candidates, reduces the level of personal accountability of elected officials to voters and affects the perception of elections as an effective means of citizen participation in governance.
In addition, the hypothesis addresses the expansion of constitutional and legal guarantees for electoral participation of certain categories of citizens who face objective difficulties in exercising their voting rights (including elderly persons and persons with disabilities), as well as individuals serving sentences for crimes not classified as serious or especially serious. Subject to compliance with the principle of proportionality, such an approach may contribute to strengthening the universal nature of suffrage.
It is also hypothesized that the use of modern digital forms of voting, provided that appropriate constitutional and legal safeguards are ensured, may increase the accessibility of the exercise of electoral rights and reduce the practical barriers to citizens’ participation in elections.
The scientific novelty of the dissertation research lies in the comprehensive constitutional and legal conceptualization of the electoral system of the Republic of Kazakhstan as an integral institution of public law that ensures the implementation of the principles of popular sovereignty and representative democracy. In the dissertation, the electoral system is examined not as a set of technical rules for the allocation of mandates, but as a multi-level mechanism for the formation of public authorities, encompassing the principles of electoral law, the legal status of political parties, forms of citizen participation, a system of judicial guarantees, and the real conditions of political competition. This approach makes it possible to move beyond a narrow understanding of the electoral system and to consider it as a complex constitutional and legal institution that directly affects the legitimacy of public power and the effectiveness of representative bodies.
In this regard, the dissertation substantiates the expediency of legally consolidating the key concepts characterizing the electoral system at the level of a constitutional law, which would contribute to enhancing legal certainty and ensuring the uniformity of law enforcement practice. For the first time in domestic constitutional law scholarship, the electoral system is analyzed through the relationship between party representation and the personal participation of citizens as complementary elements of the democratic mechanism.
The novelty of the research is also reflected in the development of a constitutionally grounded approach to expanding electoral participation of certain categories of citizens, including convicted persons, taking into account international standards and the principle of proportionality in restricting human rights. The admissibility of using digital forms of voting is substantiated not only as a technological tool but also as a legal means of increasing the accessibility of the exercise of electoral rights, provided that guarantees of transparency and public trust are ensured.
A significant element of scientific novelty is the systematic use of the results of a sociological study conducted in the form of expert interviews, which made it possible to identify a gap between formally закрепленные constitutional guarantees and the actual public perception of the electoral system. On this basis, proposals have been formulated to improve the constitutional and legal mechanisms governing the formation of electoral systems, aimed at strengthening public confidence in elections and increasing the real level of citizen participation in public authority.
The methodological framework of the dissertation research consists of a combination of general scientific, specialized legal, and empirical methods of cognition, ensuring a comprehensive analysis of electoral systems as a constitutional and legal institution. In the course of the research, methods of analysis and synthesis, induction and deduction, abstraction, and comparison were employed, which made it possible to identify the internal patterns of formation and transformation of electoral systems.
The formal legal method was applied in the study of the norms of the Constitution of the Republic of Kazakhstan, the Constitutional Law “On Elections in the Republic of Kazakhstan,” and other regulatory legal acts governing relations in the field of electoral law. The systemic-structural approach was used to examine the electoral system as a set of interrelated norms, procedures, actors, and guarantees for the protection of electoral rights.
The historical-legal method made it possible to trace the formation and development of legislation regulating the establishment of electoral systems, while the comparative legal method enabled a comparison of national legal regulation with foreign practices and the determination of permissible limits for borrowing certain legal solutions, taking into account constitutional principles and national legal traditions.
An important place in the research methodology is occupied by the sociological method, implemented through interviews, which was used as an auxiliary empirical tool to identify practical aspects of the implementation of electoral rights and public perceptions of existing electoral mechanisms. The empirical basis of the study was formed through the analysis of 24 interviews with voters and experts in the field of electoral law, including legal scholars, university lecturers, members of territorial election commissions, representatives of judicial and law enforcement bodies, and public figures.
The use of the interview method made it possible to clarify the level of citizens’ legal awareness of existing electoral systems, to identify problems of law enforcement in the field of exercising electoral rights, and to compare the normative model of the electoral system with its practical functioning. The obtained empirical data were used in a generalized form and did not serve as independent evidence but rather as an additional source for substantiating theoretical conclusions and formulating proposals for improving legislation.
At the final stage of the research, the method of legal modeling was applied, which made it possible to develop proposals for improving the legislation of the Republic of Kazakhstan in the field of the formation of electoral systems, taking into account the identified theoretical and practical problems.
In the course of preparing the dissertation, modern digital tools for text processing were used, including artificial intelligence systems applied exclusively for stylistic editing, text structuring, and the translation of certain fragments of international sources, without influencing the scientific content of the research.
The theoretical significance of the dissertation research lies in the development of the constitutional and legal doctrine of electoral systems as an independent institution of public authority. The study refines and systematizes theoretical approaches to the legal nature of electoral systems, reveals their place within the mechanism for the implementation of popular sovereignty, and substantiates the need to consider electoral mechanisms in the unity of normative principles, institutional frameworks, and socio-legal conditions of their functioning. The conclusions drawn make it possible to gain a deeper understanding of the development of democratic institutions in the context of constitutional transformations and may be used in the further advancement of the theory of constitutional law in the Republic of Kazakhstan.
The practical significance of the research is associated with the possibility of applying the formulated proposals in legislative drafting and law enforcement activities. The dissertation develops recommendations for amendments and additions to the Constitutional Law of the Republic of Kazakhstan “On Elections in the Republic of Kazakhstan,” the Law of the Republic of Kazakhstan “On Political Parties,” the Law of the Republic of Kazakhstan “On Local Government and Self-Government in the Republic of Kazakhstan,” as well as the Law of the Republic of Kazakhstan “On Public Service of the Republic of Kazakhstan.” The proposed measures are aimed at improving the legal mechanisms for the formation of elected bodies, expanding the real opportunities for citizen participation in elections, and enhancing the transparency of electoral procedures. These proposals were considered at a meeting of the working group of the Committee on Legislation and Judicial-Legal Reform in the course of preparing draft regulatory legal acts in the field of elections, which is confirmed by an implementation act.
The materials and findings of the dissertation may be used in the activities of state bodies, electoral commissions, expert and analytical institutions, as well as other actors directly involved in the preparation, organization, and conduct of electoral campaigns and related law enforcement procedures. The results of the study may also be applied in the development of concepts for further improvement of electoral mechanisms, including in the context of constitutional transformations and institutional reforms.
The practical significance of the work also lies in the possibility of using its provisions in the educational process when teaching courses such as “Constitutional Law of the Republic of Kazakhstan” and “Electoral Law,” as well as in the preparation of teaching materials, master’s theses, and doctoral dissertations in the field of constitutional and electoral law.
Main provisions submitted for defense.
1. The dissertation substantiates that, by its legal nature, the electoral system constitutes an institution of public law and represents a set of legal norms, principles, and procedures that ensure the implementation of citizens’ electoral rights, the organization and conduct of elections, and the legal determination of their results. Such an understanding makes it possible to consider the electoral system as an integral constitutional and legal mechanism for the formation of public authorities, rather than reducing its content solely to a formula for the distribution of mandates. 
It is established that the legislation of the Republic of Kazakhstan lacks a legally закрепленное definition of the concept of the “electoral system,” which leads to a conflation of its narrow and broad meanings, terminological uncertainty, and ambiguous interpretation in both law enforcement and academic practice. In this regard, the dissertation substantiates the necessity of legislatively defining the concept of the “electoral system” in the Constitutional Law of the Republic of Kazakhstan “On Elections in the Republic of Kazakhstan” as an independent constitutional and legal institution. This would contribute to enhancing legal certainty, ensuring the systemic coherence of regulation, and improving the effectiveness of the implementation of citizens’ electoral rights.
2. The dissertation establishes that public associations, as institutions of civil society and non-profit organizations, perform an independent constitutionally significant function within the system of electoral formation in the Republic of Kazakhstan, complementing the role of political parties. While political parties ensure political representation and participation in the allocation of mandates, public associations exert a key influence on the legitimacy of elections through mechanisms of public communication and, above all, through election observation as a form of public oversight. It is established that electoral legislation explicitly guarantees the presence of observers from accredited public associations and non-governmental organizations at the main stages of voting and vote counting, thereby ensuring procedural transparency and public verifiability of electoral processes. 
At the same time, it is revealed that the current model for granting access to election observation for public associations—based on the requirement that observation must be explicitly stipulated as a statutory objective, as well as the thirty-day accreditation period—effectively creates administrative barriers that limit the timely participation of civil society in public oversight. These constraints become particularly pronounced in the context of short electoral timeframes (including cases where a referendum is scheduled one month prior to voting day), when some organizations objectively fail to complete the accreditation process in time, even when submitting the required documents promptly, despite the minimal documentation required (an application and an extract from the charter).
In this regard, the dissertation substantiates the need to improve the legal regulation of accreditation procedures for observers from public associations and non-governmental organizations on the basis of the principles of proportionality and the real accessibility of public oversight. This is necessary to ensure that accreditation procedures serve their intended purpose—namely, guaranteeing the integrity and credibility of observation—without turning into a de facto restriction on the participation of civil society institutions in the electoral process.
3. The dissertation substantiates the expediency of a differentiated application of the quota mechanism depending on the number of parliamentary mandates obtained by a political party, while unconditionally maintaining the overall quota threshold of thirty percent to be complied with in all cases. Such an approach ensures a balance between the principle of proportionality in legal regulation and the objective of achieving genuine representation of socially vulnerable groups. 
In this regard, it is proposed that the strictest requirements for the formation of party lists should be applied to political parties that have obtained thirty or more parliamentary mandates. These requirements should предусматривают mandatory representation of all three categories—women, youth, and persons with disabilities—while prohibiting the counting of the same candidate under multiple categories, and ensuring that their combined share in the party list is not less than thirty percent.
For parties obtaining between ten and twenty-nine mandates, a more flexible approach to quota implementation may be introduced: while maintaining the overall 30 percent threshold, it is sufficient to ensure the representation of at least two of the specified categories. This would prevent excessive constraints on party lists while preserving their social orientation.
If a party obtains fewer than ten mandates, it is reasonable to apply the general quota requirement of 30 percent without further distribution among specific categories. This provides greater flexibility in the formation of party lists and takes into account the more limited organizational and кадровые capacities of smaller political parties.
Overall, the proposed model ensures a unified minimum standard of social representation, prevents the formal fulfillment of quota requirements, and creates conditions for their effective functioning, taking into account the scale of a political party’s representation in the representative body.
4. The dissertation substantiates the expediency of introducing into the legislation of the Republic of Kazakhstan a differentiated approach to the exercise of active electoral rights by convicted persons, based on the nature and degree of social danger of the committed offense and the legal status of the individual. It is proposed to provide for the possibility of electoral participation for persons convicted of minor and medium-gravity crimes. This approach complies with the principle of proportionality in restricting constitutional rights, is consistent with the international practice of democratic states, and does not pose a threat to public security, as it applies to categories of persons who do not represent a high level of social danger. At the same time, it performs an important social and legal function by facilitating the resocialization of convicted persons, strengthening their legal awareness, and maintaining a stable legal connection between the individual and the state. Moreover, it contributes to a genuine, rather than merely formal, expansion of the electoral base by involving in the political process individuals who remain socially integrated into society. 
5. The dissertation identifies the necessity of enshrining in the legislation of the Republic of Kazakhstan a model of open party lists within the framework of the proportional electoral system as a mechanism ensuring a more complete implementation of the constitutional principle of popular sovereignty. Unlike closed party lists, where the allocation of parliamentary mandates is largely determined by intra-party discretion, open lists allow voters to influence not only the choice of a political party but also the personal composition of the representative body, including the ranking of candidates within party lists. Such an approach ensures a more accurate translation of the will of the electorate into the structure of representative authority, reduces the gap between formal election results and the actual distribution of mandates, and thereby enhances the legitimacy of representative institutions. The introduction of open party lists does not weaken the party system; on the contrary, it increases its transparency. This approach promotes intra-party competition and strengthens candidates’ accountability to voters, which overall contributes to the democratization of the electoral process and enhances public trust in representative bodies.
6. The dissertation establishes that the current model of legal regulation governing the establishment of political parties in the Republic of Kazakhstan imposes relatively high organizational and quantitative requirements, including a substantial number of founding members, mandatory territorial representation, and a complex multi-stage registration procedure. Taken together, these requirements create a significant institutional barrier to the exercise of the constitutional right of citizens to associate in political parties. 
The analysis demonstrates that, despite the intention to ensure organizational stability of political parties, such requirements in practice hinder the emergence of new political actors and narrow the scope of political competition. In this regard, the dissertation substantiates the need to revise the existing legislative framework toward its gradual simplification, including the reduction of quantitative and territorial thresholds, the streamlining of procedures for establishment and registration, and the transition to a more flexible model of admission of political parties. These measures would contribute to a more effective realization of the constitutional principles of political pluralism, freedom of association, and popular representation enshrined in the Constitution of the Republic of Kazakhstan.
7. The dissertation substantiates the feasibility of using an electronic digital signature (EDS) in remote electronic voting as one of the alternative forms of exercising active electoral rights. It is demonstrated that the use of EDS makes it possible to ensure citizens’ participation in voting in cases where their physical presence at a polling station is difficult or impossible, thereby expanding access to the exercise of electoral rights for certain categories of citizens. 
In this regard, it is proposed to enshrine in the Constitutional Law of the Republic of Kazakhstan “On Elections in the Republic of Kazakhstan” a provision allowing for the possibility of remote electronic voting using an electronic digital signature. This approach is considered as an additional mechanism of participation in elections, which does not replace traditional voting but serves as its alternative for certain categories of citizens. At the same time, the implementation of this form of voting must be accompanied by strict compliance with constitutional principles, including the secrecy of the ballot, the voluntariness of expression of will, and the assurance of information security.
8. The dissertation establishes that, in the context of the digitalization of electoral procedures, ensuring reliable protection of voters’ personal data acquires the significance of a fundamental constitutional and legal guarantee of the exercise of electoral rights. The use of digital technologies in the organization of elections is inevitably associated with the collection, storage, and processing of information about citizens participating in voting. In this regard, the risks of unauthorized access to such data, data breaches, or their use for purposes unrelated to the electoral process increase, which may affect the observance of the principles of ballot secrecy and freedom of expression of will. 
The dissertation substantiates the necessity of enshrining in the Constitutional Law of the Republic of Kazakhstan “On Elections in the Republic of Kazakhstan” special requirements for the processing and protection of voters’ personal data when digital technologies are used. It is proposed to introduce additional legal safeguards aimed at limiting the scope of collected data, clearly defining the powers of actors involved in data processing, ensuring the use of modern information security measures, and strengthening liability for violations of personal data protection rules.
The implementation of such measures will make it possible to safely apply digital tools in the electoral process while preserving key constitutional principles—ballot secrecy, freedom of expression of citizens’ will, and public trust in election results.
Approbation of the research results. The main findings and provisions of the dissertation have been tested through the author’s scholarly activities and presented in reports at national and international scientific and practical conferences. The results of the study are reflected in the author’s publications, including three articles in academic journals recommended by the Committee for Quality Assurance in Science and Higher Education, one article published in a journal indexed in the international Scopus database, as well as publications in the proceedings of international scientific conferences, including collections of the Astana International University. 
The key conclusions and proposals formulated in the dissertation were presented and discussed at academic conferences and seminars. Certain findings of the research are also used in scholarly and teaching activities, which confirms their theoretical and practical significance.
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